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3. — A Good Fight, and other Tales. By Charles Reade, Author 
of " Love me Little, Love me Long," " Peg Woffington," etc., etc. 
With Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1859. pp.341. 

The first of these tales occupies the principal portion of the volume, 
is told with great spirit, and illustrated with pictures that remind us of 
the delightful books of our childhood, in which the rufiians who led 
away the babes in the wood, or the giants whom the redoubtable cham- 
pion Jack overcame, were portrayed in heavy black lines and magni- 
fied proportions. The story smacks throughout of the lively romance 
of the Middle Age, and is seasoned with adventures in abundance. 
The characters are individualized most successfully, and impress the 
reader with all the prejudices and prepossessions the author could de- 
sire. The wicked Burgomaster, the mean and pitiful brothers, the 
pale-faced cripple, the strong-armed dwarf, and the stalwart huntsman 
pass and repass with dramatic vivacity. The careful house-mother 
vibrates between her contradictory impulses, the hero wins our hearts 
by his talents and generosity ; but a foul stain on the else noble and 
charming Margaret robs her at the last of the respect and sympathy 
which have all along been growing for her, and compels us to close 
with unqualified disgust a story for the most part wonderfully beautiful 
and fascinating. 

The "Autobiography" which follows is strangely dull for Mr. Reade. 
The " Jack of all Trades," however, eflfaces the impression, and is quite 
unique in plot and interest. Mdlle. Djek is a heroine of the Lucrezia 
Borgia style, and plays her elephantine part admirably. In spite of 
our sympathy with her victims, we shiver with her in her needed chas- 
tisement, and mourn her untimely fate. 



4. — True Womanhood: a Tale. By John Neal. Boston: Ticknor 
and Fields. 1859. pp. 487. 

Aptek a long silence Mr. Neal reappears before the public as a 
novelist, and the hand of welcome will no doubt be held out to him by 
those who knew him through " the doings of his earlier manhood." 
The years which have passed have brought some change in the manner 
of his expression, but still more in the direction of his thought. In the 
present volume the romantic is made subordinate to the religious ele- 
ment, and the author's own type of religious belief and feeling is pre- 
dominant throughout. The scene is laid in New York during the great 
revival of the winter of 1857 - 58, and much use is made of the well- 



